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To the Author f the F. LYING-PosT.: : 
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JOU R publiſhing a Letter to 
Dr. Sherlock; about his Cen- 
ſure on the Biſhop of Bangor 's 
new Definition of Religion, 
Tl 18 the Occaſion of the olle 
FF. ing Lines. I hope you will 5 
* be ſo juſt, enden bo dhe Wa 1 
„ 4. Tn. mn © 


* ' : ; 9 


Wasy 


© this Vindication of. him; or if you ſtifle * 
1 85 85 ever to pretend any en Exe 1 

or incerity. cannot but think ou in 1. 
1 * Conſcience Alle 8 7825 


„ "to be a8 will | 
publiſh What may clear; As. well as What = 
1 might calumniate him ;*nothitly but 47. $ 
Affe Prejudice dan plead for the 3 1 1 . 
1 Who was the Author of that Letter, 1 
know not; but am of Opinion, that a Fe- 1 ; 
* male Antagoniſt may be ſufficient to en- 
ter the Liſts with him. I cannot ſee, how MY © 
* the Doctor's calling my Lord of Bangor s * 
Definition new. and unheard of, can be 
juſtly ſhocking to any Man: Is it be- 1 
** capſec he aſſerts the Belief of another World Ml © 
N not to be the only Thing which makes 
an Action 1 ? This is ſo far from WF © 
* „ being a ſtrange Doctrine, that I think it 
* an undoubted Truth. I am of Opinion, iy 
that every Action is truly religious, which A © 
we are irfluenc'd to by the Fear of divine 
Vengeance, the that Fear have Regard 
only to Puniſhments in this World. Does | 
not he, who abſtains from Sin, for fear of 
being ſmitten with ſome Diſeaſe, or ſtruck } 
Blind in the Commiſſion of it; or out of | 
* Apprehenſion of any other Puniſhment in 
„ this World, abſtain from a religious Mo- 
4 tive? Solomon: faith, the Fear of God, that | © 
51 Wiſdom, (which zin the Proverbs is always | 
"A „ima Tere for Religion) without 
. ſpecifying | 
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« ſpecifying what Regard that Fear has to 


"M „ the Punithments of this or another World. | 


The Doctor does not exclude the Belief of 
„ another World from Religion, | but N denies | 


= © it to be the ſole Motive, which can render 


our Actions religious. And if he err in 


that, {deſire to know, whether. they, who 
4% © believ'd not a fature State, as the Sadduces 


„did not, have any Obligation to Acts of 
Religion ?. It ſeems to follow from the 


FJ © Biſhop's Notion, that they have not: But 


if natural Reaſon teaches,” that a Senſe 
of our being Creatures depending on God 
* for our Being and Preſervation, is alone 


4 ſufficient, to bind us by the Ties of Gra- 


c titude to worſhip and invoke him, the 


Doctor is then certainly in the right. 


'* And now if you put the Queſtion, how cr 
* you ſhall know whether you ever did 
* one religious Act in your whole Lite? I 
* anſwer, that if you have been influenc'd- 
* toany Virtue by Fear of Puniſhment from 
* God in this World, or by a Senſe of the 
* Obligation you are under to your Creator, 
* or out of Love and Gratitude for Mercies 
* receivd, and the Bleſſings you in this World 
enjoy; any of theſe is ſufficient to con- 
ſtitute an Action religious, tho the Belief 
of another World be not actually preſent 
to your Mind. Eternal Joy or Miſery is 
* undoubtedly of more Force to perſwade 
ad ” * han 


AQ 


: Q 


- '« T hope, Sir, you will be ſo impartial, 


= than temporal; but when each terminates 
6 the ach ng Fon a ent 8 Fear 
« f che DeſtrvAion of their City, tho that 
* Repentance was not founded on the Hopes | 
or Fears of à future State, yet it was reli- 
* gious, and obtain d Mer). 


5. 


« as to inſert this in your Paper, elſe I ſhall 
„ publiſh it- in another Form; and at the 
* ſame Time let the World _ how un- 
juſt and difingennous an Author you are: 
* You may believe a Woman, when ſhe © 
© threatens, to be in earneſt. I am, = 
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7 Xx 7 ? 
PR Jaye pub id your firſt Letter 
INCE ve pu your Lens 
8 1 hope you will let me no longer ſuffer 


under the heavy Weight of your Indignd- 
7 tion. 5 ; 


ow receiving the 8 1 thought it 
ou'd be beſt for my Wife to anſwer: them 
both; but when I; confider'd that ſhe was 
neither red in Dr. Snape's Pariſh at London, 
nor inſtructed in his Arts at Eaton, I: dropt 


Y that Defigh,: becauſe 1 knew. ſhe wou'd not 


be a Match. for you, and can aſſure you 1 


AL value her nothing the leſs on that A. 


Give ms. Leave adn, Madam, wo. oof 
over our ſecond railing Letter, and to — . 
8 civil Queſtions, and make a ew 

arks upon your firſt, i | 
How eame; you to engage. in 1 uur. 


| rel, and undertake to be Dr. Sberloc ks Ad- 


vocate ? Have the Male Champions for the 
Cauſe ſo much exhauſted their Wige, that 
855 e in Need. of an  Amonoy to relieve 
em 7 A N SH P ; 
Did you. not n that the Author &f 
the Letter in the Flying-Poſt--of February A2 
which has ſo much mild your Spleen, begg d 


a publick Anſwer from the Doctor belt, 
e eee IF 4 
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Ferula than the Diſfaf, and don't look: very | 


1 1 5 : Ta EMEA ao es 5 Kg i 2 
_ *. Now, Madam, or Sir, which you pleaſe, 


the Fews, Ninevites, nor Sadduces, but the 
Chriſtian Religion, as reveald- by our Savi- 


FE 

Are we then, . Madam, to take you for 
his Subſtitute? Or are you ohly an Amanu- | 
exſis* The Hand and the Argument, I con- 
fels, have much bf a Woman; but the Style, 
Spelling, and Pointing, ſmell more of the | 


; [7 
We 
3 " 


unlike a certain Colcheſter Doctor. 


18 muſt take Liberty to tell Jy ou, that before 
you had engag d in this Controverſy; ' you | 
ought to have read my Lord of Bangor's An 
ſwer to the Repreſentation with a little more 
Attention, and there you word. have found 
that the Religion in Debate betwirt his 
Lordſhip and*the Dean, is neither that” of 


— 


4 dt fin, BY C23 af fin, hand thaw end © ind PRI 2 


our in the New- Teftament : So that your Ti | 
ſtanees are nothing at all to the Purpoſe; | 

| | FETT 
for whatever God might be pleasd to take. | 
as'2 true Ack of Religion in"any of thoſe i 
People, as proceeding” from the Principles f 


> 


natural Reaſon, or the Old Tfament Diſpen . 


ſation; he certainly accounts nothing to 
de a true Act of Religion in a Chriſtian, BB 
but what is perform'd upon the Principles 
and Motives laid down in- the” New Te- 
meint; and if you don't know thiat our Belief W- 
of another World is there enjoyn'd; and that WW 
the Promiſe of eternal Life and Happineſs | 

in it, is the only Motive offerd by our Sz: | 

þ [i viour 
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viour to encourage his Followers to obey his 
reveal d Will; notwithſtanding all the Tri- 
bulations andi Perſecutions he foretold them 
they muſt; ſuffer in this World, you de- 
ſerve to be pity d as one that has never 
Mread the Golßel with any tolerable Care; 
or if you have, your Crime is entitled to a 
Name that E have no Inclination to give 
it. This, Madam, were enough to extuſe 
me from giving you any further Reply; 
but ſince we are enjoin d by Solomon to give 
ſome Sort of Peaple an Anſrer, leſt they be 
wiſe in their own Conceit, I ſnhall confider 
your Inſtances à . little more particularly: 
and ſhall begin with your: laſt, becauſe it 
Wfeems to be the ſtrongeſt, and that you place 
KY your: chief Confidence in it. liv 0 ob 
Had you read Jonah iii. 5, it:; woud have 
Noeecurrd to you at firſt View, that the Nine: 
ite believd and repented upon what! God 
had reveal'd to them by the Mouth of the 
SPropbet ; ſo: that the Inſtance of their bes 
Wieving as much as they were taught, and 
n. humbling themſelves: upon it, makes quite 
gainſt you; becauſe the natuyg! Inference is; 
hat Chriſtians muſt alſo believe as much as 
{cy are taught, id regulate: their Practite 
accordingly; otherwiſe What they dô, cannot 
be eſteem d h true Act of Religion like that 
82 vt the Ninevites.'> | yo K e ee eee 
h Nd mem Io hit d vow 2%: 
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the: Text, that they were not afraid of lofung | 
and there is mote Reaſon to think that they 


: 4%, hich he became an Heir of Righteouſn 
be taucht his Poſterity: the fant Faith which | 


e en Ah, iolght 
believe another World: But ſuppoſe they 


anörher Warld, as the principal Enconrage- þ 


paid: tony too hat is our 'Initerelſt in this | 
Warld? 2: Sow Netz 28 fla 

zig to. your'other: Inftanes of the Salinas, 
in which yotexpre 


e P 
— — 
© 


_ Shit-offe: atst-eality*-firhour your: — 
byyrrat. is certain, thit their not believing 
ant her World, cdu d not Gipente withſtheis| 
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ied) - 
\;Beſidhts, Madam, it does not appear ws 


their Souls as well as their Bodies and Houſes 


behev d another World, than to think = 

did not, conſidering that this City was fo 

ed and planted = Noab's immediate Poſte- 

rity, as you may perceive by Gen. x. 2. And "4 

lince:Noab ds — his Faith, 4 | 
e 


Xi. 5, We have Reafon to. believe, that 


he entertain! himfelf; and therefore tis 
bighly: probable that 'the Ninevites, Who de- 


did not, will it. therefore follow, that we, 
who! have i full. and ela Revelation a 


ment to our hiſtian Duty, tan perform 
any true Ack ofi[Relipion;' by ein Aa Re- 


IS yon ſelf with an A⁴r 
of Priumph, it s ſo-aimbignouſly warded; 2 


Obligations to Acts of Religion, /becanle | 
theſe e were r of them by . 
an 
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1 ** 
and 1 G poſe, you will allow: that M 4 
alle 3 t make void: their 2 
. to obey the divine Law Ws. 
ut if your Queſtion be; Whether, accord. 
ta their Principles, they cau d _ 

— les obligd to Acts of Religion? 20 


am ef Cay Madam, that they cou'd not 
and what conſirms me in it, is the Characber 
J given of them by aur Saviour, in Conjun- 


ion with the Pharifees,. Matth. ili. 3, and 
xvi. 4, and 6, where they are ealld a Gene- 


g ration of Fipers, © a wicked and an adulterous 
Generation 5 and our Saviour commands. by 
Diſciples to beware of their Leaven. 


We find hy Matth. Txii. 23, that they ſaid 


3 there was 10 Naſurrection; and in the follow: 
ing Verſes it appears, they came to infult 


our Saviour, by propoſing. what they pres 
tended was an unanſwerable  ObjeGiais to it; 


but our Saviour convicted them of their Er- 


from the Scriptures, vhich they had in 


— with other Jem; and plainly prowd 
to them, that the Reſurrection was taught 


by - God himſelf to Moſes, and other Patri: 
archs, Verſe 32d, compard with Geneſis iii. 


1 6: So that they cou d have no Excuſe for 


their falfe Principles; and you may eaſily 


* — liat true Acts of Religion ſuch. Men 


„ ho diſbelievid what 5 
had 15 elearby veveaBd; and eſpecially, when 
after this full Conviction they join d with 
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the Phariſees, aiid dthers, in ,perſecuting the 
Ap6ſtles for amen y Une Trine, as you 
may — Mts : A c. Q v1 en 87 
am farther confirm'd: in- my Option 
ul the Sadduceesyithat according to their Prin: 
Fiples they cou d not think themſelves un- 
dier Obligations toĩ any true Ads of Religion; 
becauſè when the Apaſtle combats their Er- 
ror: in denying the Reſurrection, 1 Cor. xv. 
T7 19, &c. he plainly points: at the natural 
Conſequences of their Principles, V 32, where 

He ſays, I after. the. Manner of Men, I haue 
faugbi with Beafts at Ephefus, what | advay> 
tageth it me if the Dead ri fr nat? Let us cat 
and drink, for to- morrowm we' die; the plain 
Meaning of which was, that the Sadducet, 
according to their Prineiples, did give their 
{ſenſual Appetites a full Careev in this World; 
ſince; they did not believe another. 
+ Yowmay alſo: find in that fame Chapter, 
that the Apoſtle places the chief Hope of 
Chriſtians, from Ferſæ 12 to 25 on the Be- 

niet of our Saviaurs Reſurrection, and that at 
the laſt Day they ſhould be raisd to Glory! 
with him; and were, it not for the Truth of 

this, he ſays, V. 14, Our Faith would be vain; 
I leave you to judge then, whether any true 
Act of Religion could be perform d by the 
Sadducees upon their Principles, and whether 
you will believe Dr. Sherlock, who, accord ng. 
to ydu, aſſerts, The Belief of another World 

—_— Ee 07 not 
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not Ab T ung 
Action religious; or the 3 


Faith i is vain, or, 


telling you, that beſides wh 


% / // G2 dn tr RE ns 
* 


who ſays, That 5 duch 


nothing. 


T. ſhall make an End i this I 

355 have 9 1 5 the 

5 3 in Scripture, Folepbus, in his 7 

Wars and Antiquities, an 5 105 fu 2 1 ver, 

n their Tribereſo on, give this: Accbuht of Pk 

rinciples, That they deny d the Exiſtence 
8019 Spirits, and the Iramorcality of the Soul. 

&« That in other. Things they a Nen WI the 

4 Samaritans, except in this, that they were 

4 \-Partakers of all the Ji Serif 0 2 

© the Samaritans. deteſted.; ut. they oblſery' 

< the Law, to er the temporal Bleſſings 

= promis d, to eſcape the Puniſhments 

0 denounc d to its Tranſgreſſors; and that as 
Leit was impoſſible for God to do any Evil, 

” © neither did he take Notice of that which 

„Men committed; and, in ſhort, that the 

«  Sadducees were of a very ſavage Humour, 
* and behav'd themſelves with Rudeneſs to 

* one another as well as to Strangers. 


Thisi 18 e to let yeh ſee, that the $a . 

- ancees could not, by their Principles, be obli! 
Bed to any true A& of Religion; and, at the 
| me time, give me Leave to tell you, that I 

ie: wonder 
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Wonder one df yolr Party hoeld teach the 


7 


preſently have had the Nation filld with's 
amour againſt'them, as Deifts, Atheifts, and 
nobody knows what. I oral 


. 


the Phariſees as-they-did of the Sadduceer; yet 
the former thought themſelves oblig d to Acts 
of Religion: But it may eaſily be retorteq 
upop you, That this proceeded from their 
Belief of another World, and that their cor: 
rupt Practices, ſo tharply reprovd by eur 
9 70 and his Apoſtles, had their Riſe from 
ad Principles mix d with their true ones, pix, 
their over-valuing themſelves as the lineal 
Deſcendants. of Abraham, reſting on Outſide 
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As to the Church, the Doctor's Charge is 
AM Boy as-falſe ppon the. Diſſenters ; or 
Hiſtory .of thoſe Times, 
f 7 was a Church of England Parliament 

pulld down the Hierarchy, becauſe 


they, were the main Inſtruments of that 
Tyranny and Popary 1 which then threatan'd | 
By Sub rarſion both 75 Church and Tra gt: 


af he 5 fehr axe i 10 thoſe. Days. Wars: 1 


for reforming Epiſcopacy into the old 
Preſident Biſhop, and his Council of Preſby- 

ters, and for laying aſide the Ceremonies 
that had been a Bane of Contention among 


Proteſtants from; the very Reformation : But 


e contend for Dignity ef the Mini- 
„ and the Dectrine af the Church, while. 


ſen and. Nerz, and were ready to have 
ſa much admird Govern- 
ment. and Diſcipline for a Patriarchate ar in 
pl zin Engli/h-a Pope at Lambeth, with a Trait: 


of., r a e e 


miſhpn. . 1 7k b *. 9 e 7 . 


And that the Wee e in 
thoſe moderate Sentiments when King Charles 


itſelf cannot ſay. that they did not 


the Second was reſtor d, we have his own . . 


Royal Word for it in his Declaration about 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, pag. 5, wherein he — — 
** While 
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« While we e in Holland,” Fe we were 115 8 
I © tended by many grave and 
I niſters from hence, Sho were poo d 115 
; | © moſt able and principal Aﬀerters of the 
b | © Precbyterian Opinions. —=— And to out great 
Satisfaction and Comfort found them Per- 
© | © fons full of Affedion to ut, of Zeal for the 
| © Prace' of the Church and State, and neither 
JE Enemies to Epiſch acy or Liturgy, but mo- 
i, * 4 deftly to deſite ſuch | Alterations in either, 
* as Vithöut Jhaking the Foundation, might 
-Þ by * beſt allay preſent Diſtempers. as 


Ss And that all this was true of them, they 
gre ſufficient Proof at the Conference in 
the Savoy, which if the Docter had been at 
the Pains to read, he would have ſeen that 
the Church of Em WR could be in no Dan- 
ger from them. a 
N- 
ve | But ſup polig hi Dir: ds then be 
en- freally as 82 as the Doctor would make 
am them, he ought to conſider that the Reflecti- 
wn? pn is more piquant upon the Church- men, 
if than upon the Diſſenters of thoſe Times; fe 


25 at! one knows, that the Diſſenters were 
peru few, either in the Parliament or Vet. 
in ninſter Aſſembly z and as the Denomination | 
rles ught always 90 be taken from the Majo- 
os | ity, all thoſe Things the Doctor complains 
e are chargeable upon thoſe of his own 
Is. E 2 " ; 
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Way; for the Diſſenters were ſo few in both 
Houſes, as Lord Clarendon ſays, Vol. 1, P. 233, f 
able by | 

on 


that the Doctor is far from ſerving his Cauſe 
by this malicious Reflectiun. 


* * 5 


But allowing what he ſays of the Diſſen- 
ters in thoſe Times was true, the Diſſenters at 
preſent .are not; chargeable with it. They 
iſown all Right of impoſing Terms of Com- 
munion or Forms of Worſhip, without excep- 
ng their own, upon any Body ; and "tis 
their fix d Principle, not to attempt any Re- 
formation of what they think ami by Force 
and what they did in thoſe Days was by 
Concurrence of Parliament, and which in- 
- deed they were oblig'd to, in mere Self. de- 
| fence againſt the High Church Party, who 
treated them with a Cruelty equal almoſt taſve: 
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lat 
2 OT 
oſe 
We 
Im- 
ere 
ars, Plots to murder King V illiam and Queen 
uſe [Mary, and in Deſigns. to invade them by 

foreign Popiſh. Troops, their Conduct in the 


Principles inconſiſtent with the preſent E- 
Rabliſhment both in Church and State, and 
have conſtantly embroil'd both ever ſince 


It appears by the- publick Records of the 
Nation, that many o 


* 


ate Queen's Reign, when they puſh'd on 
en- the inglorious and treacherous Peace, has 


s at ſomething more criminal in it than all 
hey That can be charg d upon the Diſſenters 
om-ſfrom the Reformation downwards. is 


cep · how no Secret, that the main Intendment of 


hat Peace, was to facht 
ons, with all the Proteſtan 

World, to Popery s Tyranny. Their 
oyning with Papiſts in an open Rebellion 


. 


tis 
Re- 
ce 
, by 
in- | 
de · never be wip'd off from thoſe Principles upon 
whoſwhich it was founded, and which the Doctor 
| taſvery well knows were by his own Father 
nd others glory'd in, as the diſtinguiſhing 


ty, many. of whom entertain and propagate 


them were engag din 


ant Intereſt in the 


againſt King George, is ſuch a Scandal, as can 


Principles of their Church; whereas Malice 
ſides ſtſelf can't ſay but the Diſſenters have been 
1 N „ 8 5 uni- 


ks 


( 


nniverſally Reddy to the Intereſt of the Re- 
volution and the Hanquer Succefſibn : And it 
is as evident as any Propoſition in Euclid, 

that all the Hardfhips which have been 
| zht upon Diſſenters ſince the Reſtoration 
ol King Charles II, were becaufe of their known 
Averſion fo Popery and Tyranny, which the 

Court from that Time to the Revolution had 


conſtantly in View. 155 


a the World then 1 wt her this 
| Dif enters, or ſuch Churchmen as thoſe, de- 
ſerve beft to be made uncapable of Places of | 
Power and Truſt under a Government, which | 
zs founded upon Maxims that are directly op⸗ 
ite to Popery and Slavery, and to the dar- 
ling High Church Notions of Paſſive Obedi- 
No Reſi ſtance, and Indefciſible 18 
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